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Course Summary 

This 3-day conference provides attendees with a comprehensive overview of current practices and controversies in 

pediatric cardiology.   

The conference environment is relaxed and intimate, and it provides numerous opportunities for networking and 

interacting among colleagues.   

Cardiology trainees and cardiologists new to practice will have comfortable access to mentoring and advice about 

career development.   

The Conference will feature a Fellow’s Session with Abstracts, 8 practical informative clinical sessions, a debate, a Key 

Note Speaker who will discuss Use of Social Media to enhance the attendees’ practice, and several enjoyable social 

events.     

 

Who Should Attend 

 Cardiologists        

 Fellows 

 Obstetricians 

 Radiologists 

 Sonographers 

 Cardiothoracic Surgeons 

 

 

 

Course Location 
Loews Coronado Bay Resort 

4000 Loews Coronado Bay Rd. San Diego, CA 92118 

 



 

 

2 Annual Western Society of Pediatric Cardiology Conference 2018 

May 31 – June 2, 2018 

Course Objectives 

1.  Improve our knowledge of best practices for common office problems. 

2.  Enhance our care of patients with complex arrhythmias through screening and optimal 
referral to EP.  

3.  Understand the current role of transcatheter valve therapy in patients with congenital heart 
disease. 

4.  Improve our knowledge of pulmonary and airway problems in children with congenital heart 
disease. 

5.  Enhance our care of patients with heart failure through optimal medical therapy and 
appropriate use of mechanical support and heart replacement. 

6.  Improve our knowledge of best practices in management of Fontan patients. 

7.  Understand how to improve outcomes beyond survival in patients with congenital heart 
disease: optimizing neurodevelopmental status. 

8.  Enhance our understanding of the uses and role of genetics in caring for patients with 
congenital heart disease. 
 

Parking 
The current parking charges for guests are as follows. Parking charges are subject to 

change without notice. 

Valet Parking:  $33 per day maximum 

Self-Parking:  $19 per day maximum 

Accommodations 
Reservations are offered to WSOPC Conference attendees at a group rate reserved until 

May 1, 2018.  All reservations can be made, modified or cancelled by the individuals 

online.  By providing the group name, individuals will also be able to make reservations 

via phone.  

Online Reservations: https://aws.passkey.com/go/WSOPCC 
Phone Reservations: 1-800-235-6397 
Group Name: Western Society of Pediatric Cardiology Conference 

 

Meeting Locations 
We will be in one room for all the announcements, sessions and other presentations for 

the entire conference.   

This room is: Constellation Ballroom 

 

https://aws.passkey.com/go/WSOPCC
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Program Committee 

John Moore, M.D., M.P.H., Co-Chair, Director of Cardiology, Rady Children’s Hospital; 

Professor of Clinical Pediatrics, UC San Diego 

John Nigro, M.D., Co-Chair, Division Chief Cardiothoracic Surgery, Director of Heart 

Institute, Rady Children’s Hospital; Clinical Professor of Surgery, UC San Diego  

Christopher Davis, M.D., Ph.D., Clinical Director of Cardiology & Director of Exercise Lab, 

Rady Children’s Hospital; Associate Clinical Professor of Pediatrics, UC San Diego 

Howaida El-Said, M.D., Ph.D., Director of Catheterization Laboratory, Rady Children’s 

Hospital; Clinical Professor of Pediatrics, UC San Diego 

Paul Grossfeld, M.D., Clinical Professor of Pediatrics, Director of Pediatric Cardiology 

Fellowship Program, Rady Children’s Hospital/UC San Diego 

John Lamberti, Jr. M.D., Director of Cardiac Outreach, Rady Children’s Hospital San Diego; 

Health Sciences Clinical Professor of Surgery, UC San Diego 

Raghav Murthy, M.D., Staff CV Surgeon, Rady Children’s Hospital/UC San Diego; Assistant 

Clinical Professor of Surgery, UC San Diego 

James Perry, M.D., Director of Electrophysiology and Adult Congenital Heart Programs, 

Rady Children’s Hospital; Professor of Pediatrics and Affiliate Professor of Bioengineering, 

UC San Diego 

Rohit Rao, M.D., M.B.A., Associate Director of CVICU, Rady Children’s Hospital; Associate 

Clinical Professor of Pediatrics, UC San Diego 

Rakesh Singh, M.D., M.S, Director of Heart Failure, Mechanical Circulatory Support & 

Transplantation Program, Rady Children’s Hospital; Associate Clinical Professor of 

Pediatrics, UC San Diego 

Heather Sun, M.D., Director of Fetal Cardiology, Rady Children’s Hospital; Assistant Clinical 

Professor of Pediatrics, UC San Diego 

 

Gabrielle Vaughn, M.D., Staff Cardiologist, Rady Children’s Hospital; Assistant Clinical 

Professor of Pediatrics, UC San Diego 

David Werho, M.D., Staff Cardiology Intensivist, Rady Children’s Hospital; Assistant Clinical 

Professor of Pediatrics, UC San Diego 

http://www.rchsd.org/doctors/john-moore-md-mph/
http://www.rchsd.org/doctors/christopher-davis-md-phd/
http://www.rchsd.org/doctors/howaida-el-said-md-phd/
http://www.rchsd.org/doctors/raghav-murthy-md/
http://www.rchsd.org/doctors/james-perry-md/
http://www.rchsd.org/doctors/rohit-rao-md-mba/
http://www.rchsd.org/doctors/rakesh-singh-md/
http://www.rchsd.org/doctors/david-werho-md/
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Faculty and Speakers 

Jamil Aboulhosn, M.D. 

UCLA Medical Center 
Allison Hill, M.D. 

Children's Hospital Los Angeles 

Aparna Rao, M.D. 

Rady Children's Hospital, San Diego 

Iki Adachi, M.D. 

Texas Children’s Hospital, Houston 
Albert Hsiao, M.D., Ph. D. 

UC San Diego Medical Center 

Kanishka Ratnayaka, M.D. 

Rady Children's Hospital, San Diego 

Juan Alejos, M.D. 

UCLA Medical Center 
Wyman Lai, M.D. 

Children's Hospital Orange County 

Sushma Reddy, M.D. 

Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, 

Palo Alto 
Laith AlShawabkeh, M.D. 

UC San Diego Medical Center 
Yuk Law, M.D. 

Seattle Children's Hospital 

Melissa Robinson, M.D. 

Seattle Children's Hospital 

Seshadri Balaji, M.D. 

Doernbecher Children’s Hospital, 

Portland 

Dan Levi, M.D. 

Mattel Children's Hospital at UCLA 

Christina Ronai, M.D., MSEd 

Doernbecher Children’s Hospital, 

Portland 

Rolf Bodmer, M.D., Ph.D. 

Sanford Burnham Prebys Medical  

Discovery Institute, San Diego 

Ravi Mandapati, M.D. 

Loma Linda University Health 

David Rosenthal, M.D. 

Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, 

Palo Alto 

Andres Bratinscak, M.D. 

Kapiolani Medical Center for  

Women and Children, Honolulu 

Antony McCanta, M.D. 

Children's Hospital Orange County 

Jose Sepulveda, M.D. 

Rady Children's Hospital, San Diego 

Matthew Brigger, M.D. 

Rady Children's Hospital, San Diego 
Christina Miyake, M.D. 

Texas Children’s Hospital, Houston 

Robert Shaddy, M.D. 

Children's Hospital Los Angeles 

Brian Fagan, M.D. 

Rady Children's Hospital, San Diego 

Jeremy Moore, M.D. 

Mattel Children's Hospital at UCLA 

Nathaly Sweeney, M.D. 

Rady Children's Hospital, San Diego 

Matthew Files, M.D. 

Seattle Children's Hospital 

Gareth Morgan, M.D. 

Children's Hospital of Colorado, 

Denver 

Farris Timimi, M.D. 

Mayo Clinic Medical Center 

Ruchira Garg, M.D. 

Cedars-Sinai Heart Institute, Los 

Angeles 

Stephanie Nakano, M.D. 

Children's Hospital Colorado, Denver 

Adriana Tremoulet, M.D., MAS 

Rady Children's Hospital, San Diego 

Tal Geva, M.D. 

Boston Children’s Hospital 

Shabnam Peyvandi, M.D. 

UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital 

Martin Tristani-Firouzi, M.D. 

University of Utah School of Medicine 

Kristi Glotzbach, M.D. 

Utah Children's Hospital 

Nancy Pike, M.D. 

Mattel Children's Hospital at UCLA 

Irene Vodkin, M.D. 

Mattel Children's Hospital at UCLA 

Frank Hanley, M.D. 

Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, 

Palo Alto 

James Priest, M.D. 

Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, 

Palo Alto 

Matthew Williams, M.D. 

Rady Children's Hospital, San Diego 

Sanjeet Hedge, M.D., Ph.D 

Rady Children's Hospital, San Diego 

Beth Printz, M.D., Ph.D. 

Rady Children's Hospital, San Diego 

Justin Yeh, M.D. 

Rady Children's Hospital, San Diego 

 Satish Rajagopal, M.D. 

UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital 
 



 

 

5 Annual Western Society of Pediatric Cardiology Conference 2018 

May 31 – June 2, 2018 

THURSDAY 5/31: 

1030-1300 Registration (Posters displayed near Registration Area) 

  

1100    FELLOWS SESSION    

            Session Leaders: Dr. David Werho & Dr. Paul Grossfeld 

“The fellows session at the WSOPC conference will incorporate guided discussions as well as audience 

participation with our panel of experts who come from various backgrounds and are at different stages in 

their careers.  The discussions will center around issues most relevant to fellows-in-training and those 

preparing to enter the workforce including: sub specialization, career planning, the academic job search 

process, and the transition from fellowship to independent practice.” 

FELLOWS SESSION 

Presenter: Topic: 

1. Dr. John Moore 

A.  Planning Your Final Year in Training 
B.  The Job Search Process 
C.  Transition to Your First job 

2. Dr. Allison Hill 

3. Dr. Christina Ronai 

4. Dr. Juan Alejos 

5. Dr. James Priest 

 

1200    Lunch and Oral Poster Session (3 top abstracts)  

 

1300    Welcome to WSOPC Conference #29 / Award for Best Abstract  

 

1315   SESSION 1  - CONTROVERSIES & UPDATES FOR THE GENERAL CARDIOLOGIST 

            Session Leaders: Dr. Chris Davis & Dr. Wyman Lai 

"This session is a compilation of clinical updates and discussion of controversial clinical topics that are 

commonly encountered in a general pediatric cardiology practice. Topics include how to handle incidental 

but important clinical findings from screening programs, an update on Kawasaki Disease treatments, and 

legal pearls and pitfalls of practicing in our specialty in 2018." 

SESSION #1 
Controversies and Updates for the General Cardiologist 

Presenter: Topic: 

1. Dr. Wyman Lai Clinical Dilemmas Born from Cardiac Screening of Healthy 
Teenagers: LV Noncompaction  

2. Dr. Andres Bratinscak Clinical Dilemmas Born from Cardiac Screening of Healthy 
Teenagers: Mildly Prolonged QTc 

3. Dr. Chris Davis Clinical Dilemmas Born from Cardiac Screening of Healthy 
Teenagers: Anomalous Right Coronary Artery 

4. Dr. Adriana Tremoulet Advanced and Novel Therapies for Kawasaki Disease 

5. Dr. Jim Perry Legal Pitfalls and Pearls from a Clinical Cardiologist 
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1515    Break with snack 

 

1530    SESSION  2 - ACHD/EP 

             Session Leaders: Dr. Jim Perry & Dr. Seshadri Balaji 

“The session on Electrophysiology will cover a wide range of arrhythmia issues in adult congenital heart 

patients. As many of the ACHD population develop rhythm issues, an appreciation of the breadth of those 

problems is critical to recognition, care and/or referral to an ACHD specialist. The session will also look 

forward to new EP issues, specifically those related to the aging Sano population and the interplay of 

genomics with ACHD electrophysiology.” 

Session #2 - ACHD/EP 

Presenter: Topic: 

1. Dr. Seshadri Balaji Atrial Fibrillation and ACHD: When to Start Looking, Who Gets It 

2. Dr. Ravi Mandapati Ventricular Tachyarrhythmias: 
• Screening for VT Risk: Who, How to Screen 

3. Dr. Jeremy Moore Ventricular Tachyarrhythmias 
• Future VT Issues as These Pts Age: Sano Pts, CAD/IHD Risk 

4. Dr. Martin  Tristani-Firouzi Genomics in ACHD-EP 
• Variants with EP Effects, Known CHD-EP Mutation Relationships  / 
Implantable Devices   

5. Dr. Antony McCanta EP Studies 
• Pre-Procedural EPS: Tetralogy of Fallot and Other ACHD 

6. Dr. Melissa Robinson EP Studies 
• Complex ATs in the EP Lab: Substrate, Approach, Prevention 

7. Dr. Jim Perry Sudden Cardiac Death 
• What ACHD Patient is at Risk 

8. Dr. Matthew Williams ILRs: Who Might Benefit and When 

 

 

1730    Hors d'oeuvres and Drinks on Bay Terrace 
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FRIDAY 6/1: 

0700   Continental Breakfast on Bay Terrace 

 

0800    SESSION  3 – LESS INVASIVE VALVE REPLACEMENT  
             Session Leaders: Dr. Kanishka Ratnayaka Dr. & Tal Geva 
“This session is quite timely. In the new era of percutaneous valves which are a game changer in the 
management of patients with congenital heart disease, we hope to uncover the new onsets of patient 
selection criteria for those interventions and unmask the use of such valves.  And finally, we present a 
heated debate on the use of the two evolving valves for the native RVOT.” 
 

Session #3 – Less Invasive Valve Replacement 

Presenter: Topic: 

1. Dr. Tal Geva New Evolution of CMR Criteria of PVR 

2. Dr. Jamil Aboulhosn TAVR in CHD 

3. Dr. John Nigro New Surgical Valve Technology in CHD 

4. Dr. Laith AlShawabkeh Women in Child Bearing Age; Bioprosthetic or Mechanical Valve 

5. Dr. Dan Levi &  
Dr. Ruchira Garg 

Percutaneous Pulmonary Valves in Trans-Annuluar Patch; 
Harmoni Valve vs. Alterra 

 
 
1000 SESSION 4 – TRACHEAL/AIRWAYS IN CHD ISSUES AND MANAGEMENT 
               Session Leaders: Dr. Raghav Murthy & Dr. Matthew Brigger 
"This is a very unique session. Airway pathology is very often associated with cardiac disease in children. 
The optimal diagnostic and management strategies for these associated pathologies requires a 
multimodal and multidisciplinary approach involving pulmonologists, interventional cardiologists, 
intensivists, ENT and cardiothoracic surgeons.  This session will provide the clinician managing congenital 
heart disease to understand the associated pathology that can involve the airway in these patients and the 
various modalities of management available to help care for these complex problems (medical 
management, airway stenting and surgical procedures). The session will also discuss the nuances for 
caring for these patients in the ICU." 

Session #4 - Tracheal/Airways in CHD Issues and Management 

Presenter: Topic: 

1. Dr. Rao Aparna Airway and lung in CHD: Pulmonologists Perspective 

2. Dr. Satish Rajagopal Intensive Care after Airway Surgery in Children 

3. Dr. Gareth Morgan Adventures in Airway Stenting; Confessions of an Interventional 
Cardiologist 

4. Dr. Howaida El-Said Bronchial Compression by Stents of Adjacent Structures; How to 
Tackle! 

5. Dr. Matthew Brigger Surgical Management of the Airway in Children with Cardiac Disease: 
The ENT Perspective 

6. Dr. Raghav Murthy Management of Complex Combined Cardiac and Airway Disorders: 
The Cardiac Surgeon Perspective 

 
 

1200    Break/Box Lunch 
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1230   SESSION 5 – UPDATE ON HEART FAILURE, MECHANICAL CIRCULATORY SUPPORT & 
                                 TRANSPLANTATION IN CHILDREN 
             Session Leaders: Dr. Rakesh Singh & Dr. Yuk Law 
“This session at the WSOPC conference will focus on challenging heart failure topics related to 
cardiomyopathies, end stage congenital heart disease, ventricular assist devices, and transplantation. Our 
faculty members will provide important updates in the areas of basic science research, clinical trials, and 
novel advanced heart failure therapies. The session will conclude with provocative case presentations to 
the speakers with audience input.” 
 

Session #5 - Update on Heart Failure, Mechanical Circulatory Support & Transplantation in 
Children 

Presenter: Topic: 

1. Dr. David Rosenthal Evolution of Heart Failure Management in Children 

2. Dr. Sushma Reddy Novel Targets of Heart Failure in Congenital Heart Disease Patients 

3. Dr. Robert Shaddy Heart Failure Clinical Trials in Children: What Have We Learned? 

4. Dr. Iki Adachi The Current State of Mechanical Circulatory Support in Children with 
Congenital Heart Disease 

5. Dr. Yuk Law Advancements in Pediatric Heart Transplantation over 3 Decades 

6. Dr. Rakesh Singh Case Presentations with Panel Discussion 

 
1430    KEYNOTE SPEAKER: SOCIAL MEDIA AND MEDICINE: THE DOCTOR IN THE DIGITAL ERA 
             Presenter: Dr. Farris Timimi 
“20% of media consumed now occurring in social media.  Indeed, Americans now spend more time in 
Facebook alone than they do exercising or reading-combined!  This time and attention has added a new 
tool to health care provider’s standard approach of one-to-one—that of one-to-many.  Dr. Timimi will 
provide an overview of social media in medicine; discussing strategy, tactics and professionalism.” 
 
1530   Break with Snack and Drinks 
         
1600   SESSION  6  – MANAGEMENT OF FONTAN PATIENTS 

            Session Leaders: Dr. Gabrielle Vaughn, Dr. Howaida El-Said, Dr. Jamil Aboulhosn 

“The Fontan session at the WSOPC conference will cover a wide range of issues that are pertinent to the 

monitoring and care of these complex patients.   Topics will include unique imaging modalities and 

assessment of the liver in Fontan patients.  The session will also cover future directions in 

pharmacotherapy, exercise prescriptions and unique interventions in the cardiac catheterization lab.  The 

session will conclude with an interactive session to discuss a standardized approach to monitoring Fontan 

patients including laboratory evaluations, cardiac catheterization, MRI, biopsy and exercise testing.” 

Session #6 – Management of Fontan Patients 

Presenter: Topic: 

1. Dr. Albert Hsiao 4D flow in Fontan 

2. Dr. Irene Vodkin The Fontan Liver 

3. Dr. Laith AlShawabkeh Benefits and Unintended Consequences of Exercise in Patients with 
Fontan Circulation 

4. Dr. Juan Alejos Pharmacotherapy: Update on Fuel and New Pulmonary Vasodilator 
Agents in Fontan 

5. Dr. Jamil Aboulhosn Unique Interventions in Fontan Patients 

6. Dr. Howaida El-Said Interactive Session for Proposed Protocol 

 

1930   Dinner Event 
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SATURDAY 6/2: 

0615    Fun Run  
 

0730   Continental Breakfast on Bay Terrace 
 

0845   DEBATE:  “SURGICAL SHUNT OR EARLY REPAIR IS PREFERRED TREATMENT TO PDA  

                                STENTING FOR CYANOTIC NEONATES WITH TETRALOGY OF FALLOT.” 

      Facilitator: Dr. John Moore 

            Pro: Dr. Frank Hanley   /   Con: Dr. Howaida El-Said 

 

1000   SESSION 7 – NEURODEVELOPMENTAL OUTCOMES  

       Session Leaders: Dr. Brian Fagan & Dr. Nancy Pike 

“This session's speakers will highlight current knowledge as well as ongoing research in 

neurodevelopmental outcomes from the fetus through adulthood.  They will discuss how we cardiologists 

can engage in multidisciplinary efforts to improve long-term neurodevelopmental outcomes and optimize 

quality of life for our patients.” 

Session #7 – Neurodevelopmental Outcomes 

Presenter: Topic: 

1. Dr. Shabnam Peyvandi The Impact of Fetal Cardiovascular Physiology on 
Neurodevelopmental Outcomes 

2. Dr. Kristi Glotzbach Current Outcomes and Upcoming Research 

3. Dr. Matthew Files The Cardiologist’s Role in a Comprehensive Program 

4. Dr. Nancy Pike Cognitive Outcomes in Adolescents/Adults with CHD 
 

1200   Lunch Break on Patio 
 

1300   WSOPC Business Meeting 
 

1330   SESSION 8 – GENETICS FOR THE PEDIATRIC CARDIOLOGIST 

      Session Leaders: Dr. Paul Grossfeld & Dr. Jim Perry 

“The session on the genetic basis of heart disease will provide direct links between genetic variants and 

clinical care strategies. The session is divided into two main areas: those genetic factors that play a role in 

structural aspects of CHD and those that are important considerations in arrhythmia and channelopathies. 

As genetic testing becomes far more accessible for the majority of our patients, it will be important for 

pediatric cardiologists to more routinely understand and employ some of the basic language of more 

complex genetics and be able to factor those findings into clinical disease management.” 

 

1530   Closing Remarks / Adjourn 

Session #8 – Genetics for the Cardiologist 

Presenter: Topic: 

1. Dr. Rolf Bodmer Tinman 

2. Dr. Stephanie Nakano Mechanisms of Single Right Ventricular Failure: Novel Therapies 

3. Dr. Christina Miyake Catecholaminergic Polymorphic VT    

4. Dr. Martin Tristani-Firouzi Syndromes 

5. Dr. Nathaly Sweeney Genome Sequencing 
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WSOPC 2018 

Course fees: (includes catering, instructional materials and CME credit) 

Course Fee Description: Early Rate by 4/27/18 After 4/27/18 

WSOPC Membership Dues & Membership Registration $450 $500 

Fellows, NP, RN, PA Registration $125 $150 

Abstract Accepted Fellows $75 $75 

Entertainment 1 (Details TBA, will include dinner) $100 $100 

 

Online Registration available at: http://wsopc.org/annual-meeting-save-the-date/ 
*Registration also accepted at the door, but pre-registration strongly encouraged. 

 

Cancellation Policy 

Once your registration has been processed, requests for cancellations will be made, minus a 

$100 processing fee, up to May 17, 2018.  No refunds will be issues after that date. 

 

Questions/Contacts:  Chris Abe: cabe@rchsd.org 

      Nichole Elise: nelise@rchsd.org 

 

WSOPC Website: http://www.wsopc.org 

http://wsopc.org/annual-meeting-save-the-date/
http://www.wsopc.org/

